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REPORT OF THE AMERICAN OBSERVER

Dr, Wakefield Dort Jr,
Department of Geology
The University of Kansas
As a represehtétiﬁe-of the National Science Foundation of
the United States, it was my great”priVilége to be iﬁcluded in
the expedition for phefresupplyréf Syowa Base duringrthe austral
summer of 1966-67. I joined JARE-8 on board Icebreaker “"Fuji"
at Fremantle on December 22nd and said goodbye at Capétown on

March 8th., My experiences during the voyage, which will be des-

cribed in the Antarctic Journal of the United States, have given

me many pleasant memories.

My position with the expedition was designated as Observer,
Therefore, I had few assigned duties and was able to watch and
participate in all phases of the work. I have been asked to write
briefly about suggestions that I may have for improvement in any
aspect of the expedition, My detailed knowledge is small, but
the following remarks are written in the hope that they will be

of use during the planning and operation of JARE-9,

Loading Aircraft - The great amount of carefully detailed plan-

ning of both the stowage aboard ship and the unloading of the

—-205-



cargo for Syowa Base was very impressive. Without this excel-
lent preliminary work, the task of transférring se much material

¥} Voo . e .t et N Cotet sl R N ) fer y y
would have required a'great deal motre time and effort.

v'_One;§malgtdiffjcy1ty was the result of the lack of a clear
‘and dgfin@teIQelegation of responsibility and authority for the
direction of the loading of individual helicopter flights. It
appeared that several members of the expedition had assignments
to select, ‘list, and ‘Havé“loadéd onto the aircraft various itéms
of cardo. "“The overlapping of these individuals sometimés resulted
i1 ‘coniflicting orders, and a few times articles alreéady placed
on board a helicopter wére removed, and then perhaps fimafty pit
on board a second time. The consequent confusion did not s6Fious-
1y delay flights, but it did increase the chance for damage ‘to

the aircraft or cargo items.

During loading of the helicopters, both on board "Fuji'.
and at the temporary landing pad on the ice alongside, care was
‘taken to ensure- the safety of all persons. Safety precautions
were h6t always as strictly obseérved during unloading of thé
helicopters én the landihg pad at Syowa Base. It was repeatedly
notiCed‘tha%“peréonnel.iﬁBth“Bf’ihe'expeditionvand:theﬂshiﬁ'é
crew, would walk around the rear of the aircraft or even undef
the tail section. This was usually done to save time of a fow
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stépéi although”the’' dmount so saved was very slight indeed,

The tail rotor of'the Sikorsky helicopters is above the head of

an average man, ‘but this clearance is very small and ‘movement’ of
the cargoe often causes the aircraft to rock. It would seem to

be exceedingly dangerous and completely unnecessary for any person

to walk near the tail of a helicopter during unloading operations.

Opening Boxes - Cargo was unloaded from the helicopters and moved

to stockpile areas very quickly and efficiently. Those items
needed at once were cérried directly to the various construction
locations where boxes and crates were opened with speed and en-
thusiasm. In some instances there was too much speed and en-

~ thusiasm. The boxes and crates had been packed in Japan with
great care, Sometimes they were opened in such a manner as to
cause considerable damage to the contents. Heavy hammers and

force took the place of needed skill and care.

Most boxes and crates can be opened easily if the correct
tools ‘are used in the correct way, There is then no danger to
the contents. The enthusiasm 6f both expedition members and
ship'svcrew is very good, and of the utmost importance to the
success of the mission, but a littlée instruction in how to open
boxes might heip.‘ |

It was noticed that there was some carelessness in
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searching loose packing material for small packages; I found
several small but important items that had been overlooked and
thrown away. It would be very helpful if all manufacturers and
suppliers were instructed to carefully tape small parts onto

larger objects so that they could not be lost.

Equipment Assembly - Many of the pieces of equipment had to be
assembled after being unpacked at Syowa Base., This assembling

of separate parts was sometimes accomplished with great difficulty
because a special kind of wrench or other tool was not available,
During the planning of an expedition, lists should be compiled

of all special tools that will be needed for each item of equip-
ment, Checks then must be mgde to see that these tools are availa-
ble at the time and place the equipment is unpacked. It would be
even more helpful if manufacturers and suppliers were instructed
to supply the tools in the same box as the equipment; ‘For example,
wrenchkes should be made available for every size of belt and nut
that must be tightened, The small extra cost would}be offset by

increased perfection of assembly and decreased damage to parts.

Field Expedition ~ It was an especially great pleasure to me to
be able to participate in ihe first full-scale field research
expedition to be taken to = amp site at a remote location by a

JMSDF helicopter, It is - 'y difficult problem to achieve an
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understanding between professional naval officers and civilian
scientists. The officers must carefully sonsider the safety of -
their arigraft. and their crew, The scientists. on thé other
hand, wish to cxplore new places and obtain new information,

It is very important that both missions be accomplished to a

maximum extent,

It is to be hoped that the Japanese Maritime Self Defense
-Force will officially adopt a clear pdlicy of providing very
strong support for scientific research in Antarctica and that
in the future the Captain of "Fuji“ will receive strong official
bagkigg’to gnderfake scientific.studies wherever and whénever an

rppportunity is presented,

"Fﬁji”’iS“the most modern icebreaker afloat and was
marvellously designed to pursue scientific missions in antarctic
waters, However, the full potentials of this ship and its
hélicopters have not yet been fulfilled. It is a valuable re-
‘seafsh:ship as well as an efficient cargo caxrier. Its ac-
complishments can ‘add considerably to the fame, that already.

. justifiably comes to the Japanese Antarctic Research Expeditions,
There is much of great scientific value to be léarmed from areas
along the Prince Olav and Prince Harald Coasts that are general-

ly beyond the reach of wintering parties'éf SyoWa Base,
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isits te Other Bases - It is my personal opinion that one of

—

the great values of research activities in Antarctica is the
opportunity provided for friendly visits between men of several
nations. Unusually héavy pack iée and a prolonged period of
weather conditions unsafe for flying prevented this year's ex-
pedition from visiting any other bases. I hope, however, that
every attempt will be made to schedule such Qisits next year,

and thereafter as well,

Minor Items - As minor items I would suggest that the ship's
store, or PX, offer for sale rolls of recording tape so that
members of the expedition can replenish their supplies. Several
men with tape recorders did not have sufficient tape for their

unexpected needs.

And I would suggest that there be added to the ship's
library several well-illustrated books showing the scenery, the
people, the festivals, the general life of Japan. These would
be most useful when vistors come to the ship in foreign ports,
as well as when foreign observers are on board, I very much
wanted to learn about these things myself, but was able to see
iittle more than what was shown in the nightly movies. This was

a great disappointment to me.

Conclusion ~ In conclusion I would repeat that all of the
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foregoing are small suggestions relating to an outstandingly
well planned and efficiently run expedition. I am proud to
have been a member, and I very deeply appreciate the great amo-
unt -of help and friendship given to me by all members of the

expedition and the ship's crew,
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