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Stress Fields in the Antarctic Plate Inferred
from Focal Mechanisms of Intraplate Earthquakes

Atsuki Kuso*

Abstract: Typical directional features of intraplate stresses are extracted from
focal mechanism solutions of earthquakes in the Antarctic plate. Typical directions of
stresses are obtained in the following regions, 1) Bellingshausen Sea, 2) south of Juan-
Fermandez microplate, 3) Balleny Island region and 4) Kerguelen region. P axes in
regions 1) and 2) have been interpreted by ridge push force. However these interpreta-
tions are based on one focal mechanism for each event and on crude physical concept of
ridge push. It is difficult to explain intraplate stress fields in these regions only by the
local ridge push force. The stress direction in region 3) can be interpreted by both
deformation near triple junction and deformation due to deglaciation. Earthquakes
near region 4) appear to be normal fault event. Because normal fault events appear
only in the younger ocean floor, the stress field may be affected by thermal features
such as hot spots Quantitative modeling and superposition of various stress factors are
required to discriminate among stress origins. It is difficult to discuss stress directions
in and around Antarctic continent, because number of the earthquakes is not enough.
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mw EAEEZ Y, kv P ARy M EIIE BRSNS EII LS. ISIEORE

IFBEMET NV LETH B, KEN, KEZIIBSTAIL fJ%ﬂiﬂ’.%?ﬁ”)‘& <H
ﬁﬁ&nﬁumlifﬁﬁf INEETH 5.

1. 3L &I
TL—= MHAOILNHEIT L — b OEBRCAHIBERLDIERIZOVWTHNL ETEETH 5.
TL— FAMBED A H = AL & H o 721G OHE TS OMAE RS EZCHHIA T
% (ZoBack, 1992). Bt 7L — MIZFEXRL E, 7L — P ANHEORAHBEILZWVWOT
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(Tant and Kawasaki, 1984; JoHnsTON, 1987; Kaminuma and, Kuso, 1998) 7 — ¥ i3 fthod g & Lt
RTHPHLBH>TLED. LALEKRT L — MIBWTIbo s e iE OB, =
Ty, ENREER L) AT A L RINETH L. HEOHLGIZIE, T L — b
SEHENZBIY AT ATOUEESHELOT, FAIITRIED T2 EHL T ZE
DIRETH 5. MOTEDHEISHERFORNE S (Kin, #EamfErdauv &) 2Ll
AW EOBBTT - ¥ AMERE £ 9 2%, BE T OB OIS ME L Deep Sea
Drilling Project X Ocean Drilling Project D3I A TN /AT Lo Twnzen L, Fik
LMEN L LD E R OTLi?@%%HGWW)gﬂb@ﬂm#b7bﬂfmﬂgmfﬁl
WL BILNHBIE, BT L — M2 b N E2lRD 720G RPE L W ERE R D EE
AHN5,

World Stress Map Project (ZoBack, 1992) DFIZ LB &, 7L — FOERIZT(HEVL D%
BUHE, 7L — PO E#SM SO FT -7 id6 BREETH ), KEMIZIZIEL»%
V. FNHRETRTHED A ZZALILL LD THL, HRFOIE TG % ) REDOH%E
T, HIRMICETAHANL T A 2T T 7, MB7TL— b L) L7 — 58D

LWk I AIFEROWT RN LB Z &L %V (CosLentz and RicHarDsoN, 1995; Birp and L,
1%@.Lﬁt%m7u~b%m§®nﬁ%ﬁ%éhu 2, OV LI IS0 %
W= 2Bk TIT BN H L. 4L F TIZ Forsyth (1973) X OkaL (1980, 1981) (2L - T
Bl 7L — FAHED A =X Lk, BoNHREPOIENEE ) v VL THF
ME2EV)ERV L ENTVL, ARTEINSLOHELEOTTF— ¥ 2B EICRKE
T, EENZETIELICET 2BIMIHEELZTL. REKR T L — MERICIZHEAAALT LI

EHEAELZVOT, BT L —MIr25 e LTAT 7 IVITEH LTS Lv., BT L
— MO FOMDILTTENE LS HDEL L TADL I LN TES.

2. 7 — %

7— % & LTId 1977 45 1998 4E 4 H T Harvard Centroid Moment Tensor (HCMT) 7
% 10 7" (DzIEWONSKI et al., 1981) @ best double couple % i\ 72, A h = AL & P#f, THEiOK
R AT A FNEN L, 2, 3127, HCMT PAHC W Ol 7 L — FAOHED £ 4
AL TERD GBS, ForsyTH (1973), OkaL (1980, 1981), Necisui ef al. (1998) 12L& - T
M7 L — FAHED X = AL MESNT. TRODHIRIZL D AN X LMER IS
R~

3. FELTL— NAIGTIS O
K2 IC/EMIKTHESNLILTIEOFM T RT. T 4a-d 2K HIBO A 5 = X LEZ IV
TWwh, KENRTIZHE VW OB S L Tu ey,
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E1 7L MEAATEI>-HED
HCMT 7 # O 72X BNA MY TN
1y T NBEDGH (1977 4 -1998 4 3
HET), WBOE S 1L 50 km LUk
(PDE). 5|&HEMIKED A H =X 4
RKRERIWZET T A =X 4
BTHHZEERT.

Fig. 1. Distributions of best double couple

solutions from HCMT catalog
(1977-March 1998) in the Antarctic
plate and its surrounding regions;
Only the events depths shallower than
50 km (PDE) are considered. Shaded
mechanisms are obtained from studies
listed in Table 1.
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Fig.2. P axis directions; same data set as in
Fig. 1.
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Fig.3. T axis directions; same data set as in
Fig. 2.
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Table 1. Focal mechanisms reported by other studies.

Date Lat. Lon. M Strike Dip. Rake Reference
(°) () (°) () ()
May 09 1971 -39.78 -104.80 6.2 196 60 90 ForsyTtH (1973)
Feb. 05 1977 -66.50 —-82.40 6.2 195 33 103 OxkAL (1980)
May 03 1973 -46.14 73.20 5.5 206 36 269 OkAL (1981)
Sep. 141997 -65.68 44.46 4.6 129 60 166 NEcisHi et al. (1998)

(a) Bellingshausen /& (I 4a: 9 T HllHy): Z OHIHOEFEETIE, (JITHEED L RILE AR
FICFAPEIPESRTVWS, HED X W= XA LIGHKERITHEL., 757 Fv—
— Y OFEITIIFRFER O HE A TR E RO F M 72A5, AR FEAE S
MDITDH EKELZFDEITHEZ, Bellingshausen Sea TIIILFH—BHHANI % 5. FRIC
RIE LT L— PORIKTRISHIFBIFHETEZH 1Tk,

(b) Juan-Fernandez ¥ 1 7 1 7' L — b /i (X 4a [ BRAIFE): 22 CTid, NI FiEdhsd b
DOINTE—FERD P, LR —FEEOTHAERL TWHEEXLNL. BMAILKH
NoTNANNEAmERLTEBY, )y DL TIIFHBETE %\, Forsytd (1973) 3818
TROIZZPEDOFIIZOMBEHOILIKDOLNOTHY), ZOHMITIZIFERAILELL, 20
BERFOTVBMOT— I D5HIETR TS,

(c) Balleny B #i3% (Xl 4b): Z OHIK DO #RIL 1998 E3 A 25 HICMw =81 DEKHEL ZD 4K
BAETHL. FNOOBEBEORTIGHHIZIIZIFE LT, E—HEHRIOPE#EEF-> T
Wh ZOKMEOH, 1981 FIZZOMBEORBFEBOEHIZBW TEMBOMEI R -
TWnh,

(d) Kerguelen #i3% (X 4c): T OHIB TIIHAO TE#AER L TV 5. 77— ¥ N— A (ZoBAcK,
1992) TIIKFRANEMEBHMVOARINTVEDT, kO PE bR AL, & LAT
BACETBNZZ S > THE Y, PEIISTEABENIE . 2RO LS 2 oIz I38E »

Fz2 HEESL— FABEICIR S NWAIEHHEO RIS 2 FE

Table 2. Regional features of principal stress.

Region N Feature Fault type Max mag.
a) Bellingshausen Sea 31 E-W or ENE-WSW comp. RF 6.2

b) S of Juan-Fernandez 3+17 NW-SE comp. Mixed 6.2

c) Balleny Is. region 6 NE-SW comp. SS 8.1 (Mw)
d) Kerguelen 3417 E-W tension NF 5.5

el) Continental margin 1 N-S tension SS 4.9

€2) Continental margin 1 N-S tension NF 5.1

f) Area off Enderby Land 1" E-W tension NF 4.6

*1: derived from OkaL (1980) but duplicated with HCMT; *2: derived from ForsyTth (1973); *3: derived from
OKAL (1981); *4: derived from NEGIsHI et al. (1998).
SS; strike slip: RF; reverse fault: NF; normal fault.
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Fig. 4.

SlEEMDBIKED L DIIRI1DOF— ¥ %R
(a) Bellingshausen {# ( T#¥), & Juan-Fernandez ¥4 7 0 7L — g A b (LAY (Bellingshausen Sea
(lower box) & area South of Juan-Fernandez microplate (upper box)
(b) Balleny 5 #3% (Balleny Is. region)
(¢) Kerguelen B3 1% (Kerguelen Is. region)
(d) Wilkes Land, Ross iff #1338, (Wilkes Land, Ross Sea region)

Focal mechanisms observed in the region where characterized stress fields are detected. Shaded mecha-
nisms are obtained from studies listed in Table 1.
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AERANOMBIZ L AHEA 2 OALNE. ZO - OOMEIZOVTIE LD S O LT
ANIVRL kN
(e) KFE, KEMHIE (ad): A H =X LBHFRKE>THBEDE - OOMEDA. —2I Wilks
Land DR TH B, ZOHEBIIKNEFGOF SR YIEHEZTTWE E W) 2 & Tl
WHETH L. 9 —2ld Ross MM KEEWNIC ML ES 2. BRI LIRS AR 8 2 dEE—A
FEOBROEMIZIZIFELT L PEZEZLTHEE SN LT8R #o HHAHETE L
VL TR TR Z B 2 BRI LR TH R D R E VIR S S D O T F OFE
LULETHAEPL LW
(f) T D13 M Enderby Land O KFEEHE L D) & LRI TR Z > 72 B0 X 7 = X L
Miasis SN Twa, IEWER G 4% b OMTNBIEO A 7 = XL@HBHRSTv 5 (1)
(NEGIsHI ef al., 1998). IoHdhE L TIZIITHEE OG-k Y, mdboEfs b 0.
Dy P—bT7 AT 4= AERO TR TIEZOMIZS 7L — MAMEEEZ - T
B, SITIET L= FADIENEGE R L 720 IC IRtk 2 EHE L7

EIRHOREEL L TIIRDEI LRI ALEEZLNRS.

4.1. HFE -~ MLOEERROKICEEL IEH

DX L Artyusaukov (1973) 12 & » TEEMISEFEM S AUI Uo7 A pe—igif #hag
DIFEFILT 10 MPa LUA EHEE S 40T 5 (STEN er al., 1989). B OB EL TH D A
PRI FR O KRR TSRS ST 5 LIS HIIS 1% 216 5.

42. Uy IHL

A1 ELFERRICEE AL ZOBRROERESSH L LIZENVEL L, FEOTL— FATRE
NDT+H ) AT 2T EDLBEENRKECOZOHGIIIEHENIATE LD, BIZIERELZI5H
ELTRPFETL— FOHAVEIZRT S v L 113 50 MPa, [AAO TIZEROFE T
1) ¥ T L — P TIE22 MPa & HESE S LTV % (SENo, 1999),

43. BUVBEFETOE TIHHFE LRSI KL 2 8MMLED

REZAL DN 5 WA S 5 L BTEIC A @ &, JEWE BRI L 28T A L
£ L%, WesseL (1992) (FEV & 24 TIEME, BVils Tl & ) 7 L — PAHE
DFATD 734 — >~ (Wiens and STEIN, 1985) & ZAgs ML CHH L THB Y, HVilEEK 7L — b
TIFFICEETH L WHMEDN S 5.
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44, AT —VCEKELEY v RLO3IATH

42EBTHRARZ) v VHMLEBAGETEFRR2RATMEETVTEZIOLNT X205, 3RTW %
RV EEIGDLGEENHN )L, EHII3RTMWEERELTO—AVELDE T L —}
AT —=NDLDIIOITAZENTELEA). U—HVAERE L TERL Y AT I
WIEAER L T2 L) BEERS L. ZOL) LA, PHMIIRLEFER 0 ¥ —id
FL— bOIEKRAHESTRIZODERL, )y VHLONO KDL 2O R 4@
FENIIHD T EI0h b, BEIZE2RITETVICIBITAY) vy UMLOEIEIZINAT, bT >
AT+ —LBBOWBESL 7Y/ X7 2 7HMH L TWEEIBI I 02 RAE S G-l 5 & v
VVENHDLEN)ZETHL, MAEEEZ NI AT+~ LWMETZITA NG, F0FF
KFERDE LTI DT, O—ANRIEHEEEL LTEETHLEEILNLY, Th
FTHIVFFMEIN TR, ZThedplicvrsuo 7L~ MERORESLMBEIZL S, ¥
7L — MIBIFOLBEOEREZLTE), #0Enolid) v o= 0 A7+ — LB
FOTL—MERTHLH., FNEFROILAER 2L T L — PARIZAI - TY v VLK
BHanTw kEx L, TL— MHEOHLHETTOILIEE, REWIZIEEH L2 D1 7 X
b0y VHLOENI GO THMISABEDILAR TOMES ML I TE R
5.

45. FL— bFEEIBMSTMVLRNS YT

BARRLUMNE TS A 7L — b EOHBEERZ T TR K & 265 O WD
HHHTEALZWIERS, T/ AT727HOTY PUVOFENAATL — MNERIZFIET5Z &
TIRIIBDEBEF > TWAEEZSNL L) I o7 (AKRIZEBIT AHF7EH]: MEuer and
WORTEL, 1992; Russo and SILVER, 1996; JUIM 2 BT A 78 SEno, 1999).

4.6. KERODKEKFTER TDHKICLIZHE

B ABEN OKR D EIZERE H DI L NV EEO B, MATHKT Vot %
HWLTAKFEGHDOL NG @ELT A L9128, TR, KKREDOAEIE 7 — 10 v O
HEGPOERSP), EPEALIZCWE I IhAPEBRARESL ) -2 72 KD
MR THUEEB ARV & L TR S LTV % (JonnsTon, 1987).

5. &k At
5.1. Bellingshausen i, Juan-Fernandez ¥ 7O 7L — hEFADKHHZE ) v L
INEFTOMRTEB T L — NADILIENIE, FI2) v VB LICHEEL TERI N
OxAL (1980) & Bellingshausen DS I 2 1ZITHEM DY) v P L THBWRETH S & L7,
B SN2 PEYAAEABERIZB T 2EBE—AFET L — FEOMMES X7 P LiZdH ) L
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VEZNTHAH. L, BEOWMIEIZBITE ) v VL OEEEHHIEZF T EHMETIE
v, )y SRETYEIZFEND,LESEEGRL, FRELDICTL - MIUFHIL, 1
NTHKR, BETA. VyVMLEEZOTL — FEHEDPERT AESEIC» 2L T/ A
T TS OFRAEDOKFER T & ZEINERE LD THALEZ 515, Bellingshausen i
DBEFERCHBEN T U—F 4 T =505, REOIKFINIEDILKHHTH HLFH—
MR G SRED L )/ IEW AN ZL L 72 & b s (1 213 MuLLer et al., 1997).
Lo THEEN) »y VMLAISHETHIUE, PEAMITEE L IR AN &
FHEEINL, LHL, SE0F—%+t v ML 5L Bellingshausen #EEKTIE, Hibd—rhi
A OEAEE A ON DL, 7= 7 AEAEENY v DL TIE L) FHHHEE % H A
NTLE)Z LAY, OkALDER 72 L) ZHMA ) v VL AHENE IZE L 2w
ForsyTH (1973) (& Juan-Fernandez ¥4 7 9 7L — g HiIZE I > 72 #hED P&l 57 % oK
B, INEFEENZODY v Y (KFEFE—EH, EH—F AAER 0) v DL THHTE
éttt.::fumw—k#ﬁ7b—b,+zﬁ—%m7bmb%mUyV®Mkﬁmé
FITFATTH Y, ZOERICIERIEL V. LA L, Forsyrn OBFFELAEIZE 2 - 7 i (25t
5 HCMT O A 5 = XA LROGHE, ARG EOST CHAICME L, PEALIZE 30°
BEFhWwE, IN6DO7 = Id Forsytn B R 72 & ) IZHIEDEFE DT TR Z>DY)
yUIRLAAHOED) EVWHIEZTEFHMAT LI ENTE RV, HEDY) v VLSO
PEINT VLB, )y PHILEERDY v I— b T VAT 5 — LB ROEMFEDI2HIZ 3K
TR > T AR, F2EXHLEPH L. T AW @B TL— MDY v FF >
A7+ —LWBRIIERNICHEBMTNON ST A7+ —LMBESATEY, 445 (287
B 4 3RS L RS S B, L L S OBRISBIEIRRE S T CHAY
BAMZIE@E . o LRIDRIREER ZLEDN D L.

PEROIZETY) v VL EZXONTIENHG O WE L OVEDPH L Z EDbhroiz. KD
ERELTIETL - PORRKRLZ EZFEENICEHEL T CLEDR D 5.

5.2. Balleny BB DEHBOERICOVT

Balleny BT DL 135 Bz ) v VL CIEFATE v, JelE—@ AL TS
BULERHDLDAED ST A7 5 — LFBOETPORETN TS, TREWRECT
% 728121, 1) South Tasman #IZIH L 72—+ — A PS5 7 7L — MERMED SR T L
— M & (AR - BFR,1998), F72132) KEEMIZ S L TR A (5, 1998) 4 L O848
EZbN 5.

) DHE, M) TNV v 7y a i BEOERICEE LB EPHETH L. DEMETs et al.
u%&@Kwoamu%&u;ofméﬂtﬁ ,RAY—= M) TN v g v iEOF —
AMTYT—ME 7L — FEDORY v 7X7 MVIET L — MEBE TV S KEEEENY (29
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NTW5E, ZOMMFESHORY) 212% 9 Bmm/y D7 L — FNREESEBRTL—- 0 b0
Tldewekdse, A=A 717 7L — MU South Tasman A THE P IZ 6 mm/y FEFE T
BB L TV LLENH L. ZoESIEHRME 7L — P ERACE—R AL B (AR
BFR, 1998). [EFICKFE—F— A N5 ) 7RO EEOR Y L FEICHBT 2 Z L 25T
& (FROHLICH et al., 1997), EE3I AN DEFE TN THIET 5.

b LEHR—A— A7) TEOMMSEBOTHORFEAEHE T L — MIllZd 5 &1,
Balleny EOMBEOERNSH 7L — MEFOMOMEIL, 7L — MIxh LTIl A~
(REDPH L. ZOHBE, METL - PARLIE—FEEHROMRESLETH Y, [
1998 F£3 H 25 HOKMBED A Z A LR OME 2 E 2 72356, GHETHII L RETH
DERRIKE R & b % (Kuso et al., 1998 ). G/ 005 AT H IR B HMOMEIZO D
STER SN D PEIAMAELDIZIE, R MO RSy 2 BLLE S L. b L
COLIBHRNPHNITENREL SICOHNDIWREMEDSH LA, 20 L) L EIIERE IS
RATE ARV, BEMETIE% <t LA South Tasman DO NN, EHEESHEIKIZE>TWD
ZEMTEE I N TV B (VALENZUELA and WYSESSION, 1993). T L ) Z2HEBICLHh 7L — Mg
RTCOMMEBOTNEEREIIZ) L)~ A 707 L - bOES2EHBANIEZ L2 LI
HERTIE % v (Kuo et al., 1998; Conper and FoRsYTH, 1998).

2) D — AR X7 DI, James and Ivins (1998) D &K B LB O € 7 1L L B8
EOEESA, L&) EIOHMIZ I mm/y THEEIL TV EWREENRHLLEVHIHEHANLLT
D FEH 5, 1998). 7272 L EHOKK O RAIKINII BT 2IKIKOILRIBUIZDWTid, BAEHR
HENTWBEEZIATHY (FEHH S, 1998; BERKMAN ef al., 1998), FD#EH, Wk, 452
TOKKREBIMREZ SN TV LD BHEIVNE VI EIRSNEILDTVE, TDL
I LU VEROKKRER) & 7o okt A #id/h & < 4 ), Balleny SHIEDESAHT
TOKFEHFMOEREL, 105D 1FEEIZR->TLED (RS, 1998). ~— % LEAL LG
TS0 S BRI LN ZOBBEFERITOILHTTH L9 E) hRETLLEFD
57259, FLRIOMEBEIKKESILLZLDTH S EEZ LG0T, KKEBE AL
MK Z 2B FEEROKIRIE R, MEHBIZKE L BEVSEE T2 wOIZ T HBEROHAL:
ICKHEAREI LEZO,EV) T EEABENICHBETILENH L5,

5.3. Kerguelen BT 5 DIEHE

Kerguelen 25 7L — MEFRICEL E TIEMBOMEN HEHRT S (Mdc). ZTh T TOlFE
TL— FHHEBOMIESNS, 35MafEE T TIRIEMBAGETLAENL ) & EEERIE
(b LIEWBOMBEITE 54 2D 2 EMEH SN TV S (WiEns and STEIN, 1985). Ker-
guelen BIEENF— 4 b THIZFF LRV, TOLI) HEVIBEROT L — N NEOENR
WIIBRIE ARV T WD L) BER A % (Haxsy and PARMENTIER, 1988). Kerguelen B+
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T 2= APHEEL TO BN L AVOT, mESBFER T TSRS (R
S TWAHAHERIEH 5.

5.4. WEXRE, KEROME

B APEDWFEIIZ T A D = X LHRE » - HEA % . BIiRAKRES X Enderby Land
MOHBEIZOWTE, FhFN1FLE2BL 2T BTV Rnes, 2 I TilEA
HEXLERTETICEEDTBE 2V, BRAREICHES DLW & HEL IS5 0B
DEOIIZEETHLH., KETL— MIEE7L - L) ABEWOTHRIFEDOM K20 %
LML TV B REMEA S 5. FA L BICERARE IR 2 2 L L CIORKR I &
BL00H L. KEKMENSKEIEFENZND > T REBIIMEOREXINZ 5 L 9 128
¢ (JoHNSTON, 1987). i lZIKIK DK 7 & DEEN 513 Z O f5a 5 i3k K~ & fixF i
d(iﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁéOWmﬁ&mmmJ%&m)m%um@k@®ﬁ%$%tl<%
9, BEOGRGEENIIGSE L ATHA, Lo LEBAREICEIT 2 KKRES LI EERT
DTz /AR T TRUA—=L ¥ A4 FIKIKROHRIZHAITBEIT NS v 2RO
KBEISEEIC BT 5 BRI, S, MHOKROEBHASINFE TEXZONTELET IV
LD LHEDVNE Do EEZLENT VD (RS, 1998; BERkMAN ef al., 1998). T H 05
FRINLEBOFEKMHBREHNE L NI LETHH ). £r)EZULE, EHRTHEVH
BEHENSFHEIN, B HEELH > TV b (Kaminuma and Kuso, 1998). = DT d
ISNH B 72OIT L) ROWHIB O 7 — & OFEEPLEI L 5.

6. ¥ & ®

Bt L — FNDOHEED X 71 = X LD 5 7L — MO 4 D0 Hs THRABY 20 5
%72 (4 5).

1) Bellingshausen i (2 3317 % P RS PH— AL O P i 5 (7

2) Juan-Fernandez ¥ 4 7 10 7L — FE /IS 81T A AL 00> P8l

3) Balleny &I DL H—FE U H 10D P 8l {7

4) Kerguelen #3812 31T 2 H PN 101D T i /5

M7 L — MM ARAAT DR, AT 77V OHEIIIIHETEL. SL— LAY
—VTECHELT, )y PHLOBESZNZITHE o T0hIETTHE, L2L, 4%
CEBIBFEDY) v VL OATBIMHFEDF TR 2 MBI I L A SHEEL V. ) v Ul
LDO3IRTW2ERSLERCHMDISTTEL ZE L E&FW LML EINL. ZAH6DIN
BZOoWTETY) v DML TEZ £ THIAMEIIEEMIZFML 72 LT, £0MoisiEo

BEMERHFE L T ZENEETHA ).

T = HDOLhEns, KERLKEFTOMED A H = A L2 LI %R IR EET
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Fig. 5. Typical directions of stresses recognized in the Antarctic plate.
Solid and open arrows show P and T axes, respectively.
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