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OBITUARY
Professor Takesi NAGATA

On 3 June 1991 Professor Takesi NAGATA, Member of the Japan Academy, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of the National Institute of Polar Research and the University of
Tokyo, passed away at the age of 77 in Tokyo, after spending several months in a hos-
pital.

Takesi NAGATA was born on 24 June 1913 in Koromo (now called Toyota) City,
Aichi Prefecture. After graduating from Tokyo Imperial University (now called the
University of Tokyo) in March 1936, he worked in the Earthquake Research Institute
of the University. He started working there as a research fellow and in May 1937
became a research associate. It was here that he started his experimental study of
rock magnetism. In May 1941 when the Geophysical Institute was established in the
Faculty of Science at the University, he was asked to come to this new institute to
teach terrestrial magnetism and electricity. He obtained his D. Sc. degree in July
1944 with his pioneering work on the acquisition mechanism of the thermo-remanent
magnetization of volcanic rocks. In May 1952 he was promoted to full professor at
the University of Tokyo.

In addition to his research and educational work in the university, he was in-
volved in various activities to coordinate and promote the geophysical research in
Japan. He also contributed to creating the Society of Terrestrial Magnetism and
Electricity of Japan, which was established in 1947. When the Japanese National
Committee for International Geophysical Year was formed in June 1952, he was ap-
pointed as its Secretary for dealing with both national and international negotiations.
At that time he was writing the manuscript of his famous textbook, Rock Magnetism,
which appeared in 1953.

Since the middle of the 1950’s NAGATA’s administrative responsibilities became
greater and greater in Japan as well as in the international geophysical community.
He was engaged in leading the International Association of Geomagnetism and Aeron-
omy; he served as its Vice-President for the 1963-1967 term and President for the
1967-1971 term. Since 1983 he was an Honorary Member of this association. He
also contributed to the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics for many
years since 1960.

It is well known that the Antarctic research was evolved in the international frame-
work initiated at the occasion of International Geophysical Year (1957-1958). He
was deeply involved in the Antarctic research activities. He led the Japanese Ant-
arctic Research Expeditions three times from 1956-1957 to 1958-1959. On 29
January 1957 the first expedition could establish Syowa Station on East Ongul Island
and succeeded in the overwintering observations there. Although the second ex-
pedition was unsuccessful to leave the wintering team because of severe ice conditions,
the third expedition successfully achieved its mission.

Based on both excellent achievement in the geophysical research and experience
in the actual Antarctic operation, he was respected in the Antarctic community. He
was the national delegate from Japan for the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Re-



search for more than 20 years. He was the chairman of the SCAR Working Group
on Upper Atmosphere Physics and the representative to SCAR from the International
Union of Geodesy and Geophysics. He was elected Vice-President of SCAR from
1972 to 1976, and eventually became an Honorary Member.

When the National Institute of Polar Research was newly established on 29
September 1973, he was appointed as its director-general. He took the leadership
to stimulate research activities both in the Institute and in the Antarctic, paying atten-
tion to the development in whole disciplines of the Japanese Antarctic research ac-
tivities including logistics. He promoted the geophysical and aeronomical research
of auroral phenomena with such new technology as the sounding rocket and research
satellite, also he encouraged glaciological and meteorological studies in relation to
the monitoring of environment and supported biological and geological investigations
to provide basic information concerning natural resources. In particular, he de-
veloped the meteorite study with Antarctic meteorites.

Professor NAGATA published more than 400 papers covering a variety of fields
in earth sciences. For his achievements Professor NAGATA received various prizes
and honors in Japan, such as the Japan Academy Prize in 1951 and the Order of
Culture in 1974. In addition, he was given various awards abroad.

The passing away of Professor Takesi NAGATA is very much regretted by all who
know him. They would like to pass on their sincerest condolences to his wife and

family.

Takao HosHIAI
Director-General
National Institute of Polar Research



