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Report of Visual Observations on Penguins, Seals and Other Seabirds
near Syowa Station, Antarctica, by the JARE-26 in 1985

Haruta MURAYAMA¥*

Abstract: Visual observations on Weddell seals, Adélie penguins and other
seabirds near Syowa Station were carried out by the 26th Japanese Antarctic
Research Expedition members, as part of environmental monitoring program.

From March 18 to 25, many Adélie penguins (300-500) were observed.
They were on their way to the north and in the course of molting. On Sep-
tember 29, the foot marks were recognized and the first Adélie penguin was
observed on October 21. Laid eggs were found on November 16. The first
hatching occurred on December 23. Maximum number of 7 rookeries was
2143 of parents.

Weddell seals were rarely seen from April to September. On March 25,
3 large groups comprising about 100 individuals were seen near Tottuki
Point. From the end of September, many groups of one or more individuals
were often seen on the sea ice. The first pup was found on October 10 near
Ongulkalven Island. From the end of October to November, many newly born
pups were seen at Rumpa Island. The largest group consisted of 34 mothers
and 26 children.

Many Emperor penguins (40-50 individuals) were seen on the sea ice from
the end of March to April. No individual was seen in winter and ten Em-
peror penguins were again seen around the Station on October 23.

The South Polar skuas disappeared in the middle of May and they
appeared again on October 20. Maximum number was 23 individuals. Snow
petrel, Cape pigeon and Wilson’s strom-petrel were also observed.
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Table 1. Temporal variation of individual numbers of Adélie penguins counted at seven rookeries.
Date Mame-zima Is. Ongulkalven fglgrlg?) ggglt%:; Hukuro Cove Mi%lgyfun T(ér(i)sgsu
1985
October 15 0 0
21 1 0
23 6 4 0
27 12 31
29 0 28 78 55
30 0 2
November 3 12 10 149 435 215
8 47 56 250 884 373 153 133
16 53 76
17 306 [11* 918 [1]* 462 178
22 40 83 (1) 238 [1] 676 (4) 370 [2] 180 (3)
23 141 (1)
29 28 (1) 61 (3) 179 (6) 563 (15) 268 (4) 114 4)
December 7 72 (6)
8 21 34 (2) 143 (14) 440(37) 215 (9) 84 (7)
15 101 (43) [1] 350(70) [12] 167 (21) [4] 74(12) [3]
16 9 (6) 16 (7)
23 4 6 (4
24 109(12) [1] 347 (54) [6]
26 4 8 (1)
29 4 8 102(12) 371(15) [6]
Max. 53 83 306 918 462 180 141
Total (M (13) 87 3] [1]* (195) [24] [1]* (34) [6] (26) [3] (7

Max: Maximum numbers counted at each rookery, total 2143.

[ 1*: Number of eggs broken by parents, total 2.

[ I: Number of eggs abondoned by parents, total 36.
( ): Number of eggs eaten by south polar skua, Catharacta maccormicki, total 374.
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F 2 BHEZIhIc=vFv (1985)
Table 2. Records of reappearacne of the marked Adélie penguin at five rookeries
around Syowa Station (1985).

Rookery name Reconfirmed numerals on flipper bands (year and place of marking)
Mame-zima Is. 302 (1982, Ongulkalven)
390, 392, 394, 398, 412, 413, 414, 419, 420, .
13, 426, 431, 432, 434, 436, 437, 442 } (1982, Mame-zima Is.)
XXX
Ongulkalven 314, 31X, 31X, 321, 325, 33X, 344, 348,
34X, 351, 355, 356, 358, 361, 371, 379, (1982, Ongulkalven)
37X, 409
457, 461 (1983, Ongulkalven)
Rumpa (South) 373 (1982, Onuglkalven)
Mizukuguri Cove 445 (1982, Mame-zima Is.)
Hukuro Cove 323 (1982, Ongulkalven)
438 (1982, Mame-zima Is.)

X: un-recognized numerals.
Two tarsus bands numbered 1017 and 2169 were found lying at Hukuro Cove and Ongulkalven,
respectively.
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® 3 AHl - BEHER (1985)
Table 3. Monthly results of captured fishes in 1985.

1985 1986
Month April  March June August Novem- Decem- January Tatal
ber ber
Trematomus bernacchii
EyRieieg 192 83 68 2 14 245 52 656
Trematomus hansoni
Faugsviin 13 2 13 0 3 52 8 91
Trematomus newnesi
piislecigusiii 6 6 3 1 3 8 2 29
Pagothenia borchgrevinki
pRptin 4 0 1 0 0 3 1 9
Gymnodraco acuticeps
Pt 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 3
Total (Number) 215 91 86 3 20 310 63 788
(Weight; kg) 12.1 5.0 4.7 0.2 1.5 20.7 4.2 48.4
x4 VI THREIRETY
Table 4. Number of animals captured with bait trap.
Trematomus Sterechinus ? Lineus Chlamidota
Date Position bernacchii neumayeri corrugatus  desesculpta
va v U FA 7= e b7 LEAY FVUEa TS
1985
February 3 A-Heriport 1
7 ” 2 3
April 10 | Kita-no-seto 3 1
Strait
11 ” 1 1
13 ” 1 6
May 2 ” 2 1 6
9 ” 1 2
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