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Reports 

On the New Icebreaker 

lchiro HONDA* 

Abstract: In April 1979, the Japanese Government decided to build 

a new icebreaker to take over the function of the icebreaker Fun, 

because the latter's capability in the Antarctic activities was reduced 

due to aging. The new ship also engages in such operations as the 

transportation of the personnel and cargo and on the onboard observa

tions. The ship's capabilities are improved. The standard displacement 

is 11,000 ton, which is twice that of the Fun, and the propulsion capac

ity is 30,000 SHP, which is about three times that of the FuJI. The 

diesel-electric AC-R-DC is used for the propulsion. Six sets of genera

tors and motors drive three propellers through three shafts. The capa

bility of breaking the sea ice may be estimated as Arctic class 4. Ac

commodations for 60 scientists and 170 crew and holds for cargo of 1000 

tons are prepared. Laboratories for the on board research of the space 

science, oceanography, biology, geosciences and gravimetry and a data 
processing room are provided. The first cruise of the new ship is 

planned in the 1983-84 season. Two CH-53 class cargo helicopters and 

one OH-6 class reconnaissance helicopter will be equipped. 
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Fig. 2. General arrangement (continued). 
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Table 2. Scientific laboratories. 

rt 1 i!liJ!JJ� rt 2 f&illU� rt 3 f&lillJ� rt 4 WillfJ� ffi 5 Wa!U� 
*�M� �f - 17 fW f1T :ttf! � i1ift"F5Em' 1:. 4m 
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