
A Plan for Lidar Observation in the Antarctic 

Motowo FUJIWARA* and Tai-lchi KITAMURA* 

Abstract: Lidar observations of the middle atmosphere in the Antarctic are 

proposed. Vertical profiles and their time variabilities of air molecules and minor 

constituents of the atmosphere, such as aerosols and ozone in the stratosphere and 

alkali metal atoms and aerosols in the mesosphere and the lower thermosphere, will be 

measured accurately by using a lidar system, the transmitter of which consists of a 

Y AG laser and a dye laser pumped by the Y AG laser. 

The lidar observations in the Antarctic are very significant in knowing the global 

structure of atmospheric constituents and dynamics in the middle atmosphere. 

Moreover, they will provide important information about the response of the middle 

atmosphere to the electromagnetic disturbance such as aurora in the polar region 

ionosphere. 
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KENT et al. (1972) .t IJ 
Fig. 1. Atmospheric tides observed by lidar. Contours show the fluctuation of atmospheric 

density in unit of the standard error a. After KENT et al. (1972). 
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FIGURE C 

LOCAL START TIME (CST) 

mi 2 71 31· � ic J:: �d&J\loM::k�?Ht!tbO)ftll?J!U{fflJ. :r r v 17 A /10)*9155NiJO) 7° 

p 7 -r ,, Jv 

ic (a) low pass ( <3.5 k.m-1), (b) low pass ( <7.3 k.m-1), (c) band pass (0-15.4 km-1, 

7 .3-5.5 km-1) 0) 7 1 Jv 3l � ·-e:-�Ui l, t.::. i 0). ROWLETT et al. (1978) J:: 9 . 
Fig. 2. Atmospheric waves of short period observed by lidar. Profiles of sodium obtained 

in successive time intervals of about 15 minutes, using (a) low pass ( < 3.5 km-1), 
(b) low pass ( <7.3 km-1) and (c) band pass (0-15.4 km-1, 7.3-5.5 km-1) filters. 
After ROWLETT et al. (1978). 
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Fig. 3. Atmospheric sodium and potassium observed by lidar. Seasonal variation of 
column densities of sodium and potassium and of their ratio. After MEGIE et al. 
(1978). 
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RECORDER 

� 4 YAG-�* '71 3l"-Cl) ·:f r:z ·:; ?7 � 

Fig. 4. Block diagram of YAG-Dye lidar system proposed. 

� 1 '71 3l
0 
-O)ffi)C 

Table 1. Characteristics of laser radar 

Transmitter Lasers YAG, Dye 

Pulse repetition rate 10 /s 

Pulse duration 15 ns 

Band width 0.003 nm 

Telescope refractive 10 cm 

Beam width 0.3 mrad 

Receiver Telescope cassegrain 1 m 

Photomultipliers 

Filters 

Photon counter 2 chi 100 gate 

30 MHz 

Lasers Wavelength Output EFF. PM 

YAG-1 1064 nm 1500 mj 3% 

II 532 500 15 

III 355 150 22 

Dye-I RHGG 555-570 110 15 

IRHB 580-600 85 15 

I RH101 605-620 90 13 
Dye II RHB 290-300 17 25 

II RH101 303-310 18 25 
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� s ::k�?Frffil��gt�fflift 3 % (ti:fJlUO) Elf£ 9) :to 
.t� s % <ti-Oltl) 1::-mu�-tG�r.�-tG�r"', 

Fig. 5. Time required for the measurement of atmo­
spheric density with relative errors 3% (left-hand 
ordinate) and 5% (right-hand ordinate). 
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w 1.., tds:!ltJ\ � s c * 2 v:.� 1.., --c � 0. � s �i::k�Jtr v:.�-.t 0 i 0) '"c', t.: c xJi YAG 

O)ffi 2 ��zBl�J'§\.,0 c, �I!t 90 km"! ""c'O):k�7trM��l!t7
° 

P 7 711v (�Jtffix;ffl) 

�, �� 3 %UP3tJ:. G�i 1 �rl3l¥""c', 5 %UP3tJ:. G�i+�1t""c'�0 cc iJ;""c-� 0. c O)zBl* 

�i, :;t '/' './O)�J&�.:c. 7 P '/' 1vO)fflc!LO)�.��l1" 0 cc iJ;Y'fJ:.\,,O)""c', i:pJl::k�mJO)viVif 

��v:.bt.: "? --c iu5E�-t 0 c c iJ;""c, � 0 iJ;, nltJilllr-ffilv:.x;f L 't �i. � G v:..:c. 7 P �/ 1v O)� 
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Table 2. Time required for the measurement of minor constituents. 

Aerosols 
HR=l km 

Alkali metals 
HR=l km 

Ozone 
HR=2 km 

Height 

20 km 

80 km 
90 km 

100km 

10 km 
15 km 
20 km 
25 km 
30 km 

Time 

30 s (YAG-I) 
30 m (YAG-II) 

Na 
40 s 
10 s 
2m 

10 s 
10 s 
10 s 
3m 

40 m 

Li 
10m 
3m 

30 m 

Error (%) 

3 

3 

3 
3 
3 

20 
12 
10 
10 
10 
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