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Abstract: A review of physical processes which control characteristic features 

of the polar ionosphere is given. Especially, roles of the two consequences of the 

magnetospheric processes, namely, the energetic particle precipitation and the con­

vective electric field are discussed preponderantly. In connection with the thermal 

structure of the auroral ionosphere, anomalous resistivity and its ionospheric effects 

are mentioned briefly. 
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Fig. 2. The precipitation of auroral particles in the polar region 

( AKASOFU and CHAPMAN, 1972). 
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Fig. 3. A representative plasma drift configuration in relation to the polar cap, the auroral 

oval, and the night side main trough ( after HEPPNER, 1977). 
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Fig. 4. A schematic diagram summarizing the main features of the low-energy electron 

precipitations observed in the vicinity of an auroral westward traveling surge ( MENG 

et al., 1978). 
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Fig. 5. Electron energy spectra precipitating into the dayside oval region. Solid circles 
indicate the data at 112 s after the launch and at 142 km altitude. Open circles the 
data at 236 s after the launch and at 235 kin altitude. The spectrum given with open 
circles corresponds to the particles in the dayside cusp region ( SHEPHERD et al., 1976). 
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Fig. 6. Plots of the ionization rates per unit incident flux for the monoenergetic electron 

fluxes ( after BANKS et al., 1974a). 
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Fig. 8. Simultaneous Bennett spectrometer measurements of NO+ concentration and 
plasma drift velocity. The data were obtained during a perigee pass at southern 
high latitudes on October 22, 1974 ( BRINTON, 1975) . 
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Fig. 9. F layer peak density contour plot of the polar ionosphere deduced from the data 
obtained from the Alouette-2, ISIS-I, and ISIS-2 satellites. Units on the contours 
are 105 cm-3

• Magnetic local time is indicated on the right hand diagram with 
midnight at the bottom ( WHITTEKER et al., 1976). 
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Fig. 10. Plots of computed F-region electron density contours for four days of the year 
at 17 : 30 UT. The circle refers to 60 invariant latitude. Magnetic local time 
is indicated on the right hand diagram with midnight at the bottom. The two small 
bars on either side of the circle denote the line of zero solar depression angle. The 
contours (300 km altitud(f) are in units of 105 cm-3 ( WATKINS, 1978) . 
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Fig. 11. Global plot of electron temperature Te for the disturbed period, August 4-7, 
1972. The general enhancement of Te in all passes and the irregular enhancements 
at the equator in some passes can be seen. The high-latitude temperature is usually 
irregular and high ( BRACE et al. , 1974). 
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No. 69. 1980] ld5 

*�ffi Lt-: .  �13 vi� 9 vcxtrc::-t Q t  (J) --c- 3 --:::> (!) 1ti£(l) �fflU*5*�1i"nx: L t-: t 0) --c-� Q .  � 

tC vi�{JlU (l)  7J 7' 7
°
'Pli� vc mrfilf (J)�j)ll iJ;� i:J:h L :to IJ ,  ::t -/�  Jv (l) :el{JlU--c' vi.ffi!J'ij=--c' 7t> � 

I) *r=f(J) fi[f�iJ;!iot G:hQ �Il'. --c-� Q .  BRINTON et al. (1978) (!) *5:�nc J: Q c!:: ,  300 km i§6 

Ii'.--C'(J) .l:tt'cl¥J.ffi!J'ij:(J) mrmt!f vc t ::t -_,� 1v�(l) �.1Jll�iJ;!iot G:h '"t \, ,  Q .  

4 000 

-----

· · · · · ·�. 2800 

--.-- 2600 

• 
- 2400 

4200 
4000 

_____ x . ,oo• 

ELECTRON TEMPERATURE 1400 km 
APRIL 25 , 1971 0 440 UT 

[gl13 Alouette-2, ISIS-1 � J: tf ISIS-2 ffi £ 0) T � 3l tc J: G ffi � r ,:; 7° -IJ- 1 F 'ft /iii Ji 
(r,WJ)Jt;\B 1400 km) "c'O)'ft-rml.)i'.7}1ff. MLT �t Jt r ii� 0 B'$j: "c' &:_ B'$j: it 1J 1PJ tc � ts 
(WHITTEKER et al. , 1976). 

Fig. 13. Electron temperature contour plot deduced from the data obtained from the 
Alouette-2, ISIS-I, and ISIS-2 satellites. Magnetic local time is indicated on the 
right hand diagram with midnight at the bottom ( WHITTEKER et al., 1976) . 
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Fig. 14, Comparison between the observed and the calculated electrons temperatures. 
The observed temperatures are indicated by the points with error bars. The calculated 
temperature profiles refer to the following cases : ( 1) classical transport coefficients 
with no topside heat flux; (2) same as (1) but with topside heat flux of 1010 e V/cm2 s; 
( 3) twice the direct electron-electron heating rate Qee ; ( 4) twice the assumed field­
aligned current; ( 5) anomal topside transport coefficients; and ( 6) anomal transport 
coefficient around F layer peak (FONTHEIM et al., 1978). 
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