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Rocket Observations of Electron Density and Temperature 

Profiles in the Auroral Ionosphere 

Tadahiko OGAWA*, Hirotaka MORI':' and Shigeru MIYAZAKI* 

Abstract: Six profiles of electron density and temperature under quiet 
daytime and disturbed nighttime ionospheric conditions were observed by the 
sounding rockets launched in 1976 from Syowa Station. It is found that the 
daytime electron density profiles have a solar zenith angle dependence and that 
the nighttime ones are dependent on auroral activity levels. Enhancement of 
the electron density amounting to 2-5X 105/cm3 was observed in the £-region 
when a rocket penetrated aurora. The electron temperature in the £-region 
was within 500-900 K, increasing with altitude, whereas that in the nighttime 
was within 700-1000 K, decreasing with altitude. The latter fact may indicate 
that heat source exists around 100 km in altitude during distrubed condition. 
Some discussions are made on the twenty-two electron density profiles obtained 
during 1970-1976 to summarize the characteristic feature of the auroral 
ionosphere. Finally, the empirical formulae are deduced to infer the nighttime 
electron density during a large substorm from the 30 MHz cosmic noise 
absorption and geomagnetic disturbance levels. 
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Fig. 1. Time sequence of DC voltage applied to electron current probe 
(EP) and Langmuir probe (LP). The maximum input-current 
to the probe designed is 1 X 1 0-4 A for EP and 2X 1 0-5 A (/ow
sensitivity) and 4X 1 0-6 A (high-sensitivity) for LP. 

� 1 � 17 ?x� (1976) i:i 1r 'Y 1- ifli1!U�5c 
Table. 1 List of sounding rockets at Syowa Station (JARE-17, 1976) 

Maximum Ionospheric condition 
Launching time xli Rocket altitude (45° EMT) (km) CNA* JH** 

(dB) (r) Ionogram 
Remark (deg.) 

S-310JA- 1 12: 45, Feb. 13 216 
S-210JA-20 02: 40, June 25 118 

-21 03: 23, July 26 116 
-22 02:20, Jan. 26 119 
-23 07:31, Sep. 13 121 
-24 02:54, Aug. 17 118 
-25 03:01, Sep. 1 125 

* CNA: 30 MHz cosmic noise absorption 
** t1H : Horizontal geomagnetic disturbance 

:11 x : Solar zenith angle 

0.2 0 quiet daytime 55 
0. 3 -150 Es in aurora -
0.2 - 20 E s in aurora -

quiet weak Es daytime 87 
quiet weak Es daytime 86 

0.4 -180 Es near aurora -
quiet Es near aurora -
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Fig. 2. Daytime electron density, temperature and space potential profiles 
observed by Langmuir probe aboard S-310JA-1. 
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Fig. 3. Daytime electron density, temperature and space potential profiles observed by 
Langmuir probe (LP) and electron current probe (EP) aboard S-210JA-22. 
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Fig. 5. Nighttime electron density and temperature profiles during disturbed 
condition observed by S-210JA-20 (CNA=0.3 dB and 11H =-150 
r) and S-210JA-21 (CNA=0.2dB and f1H=-20r) . 
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Fig. 8. Daytime electron density profiles during rocket ascent observed during 197 0-
1976. For comparison the averaged midlatitude profile for 60° < x< 80° in 
t he low solar activity is shown by the c hainline (MAEDA, 1 97 0) .  
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