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PELAGIC AMOEBA IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 

Yoshine HADA* 

Abstract 

Manne amoebae are rarely found among 

planktomc orgamsms, and no naked form of 

oceamc Protozoa has ever been obtamed. An 

mterestmg manne pelagic amoeba was de

tected m the plankton samples, which were 

taken from the surface water of the Indian 

Ocean and the South Chma Sea dunng the 

voyage of the 5th Japanese Antarctic 

Research Expedit10n (1960-61). The exammed 

amoeba has a nucleus and a f ev, contractile 

vacuoles m the mam body, and a number of 

ur01ds at the postenor end m the creepmg 
form. In general outlme, it is allied to Trz

chamo€ba pallzda ScHAHER, a mtr 1c manne 

amoeba, but specific identificat10n is impo

ssible due to lack of data on hvmg specimens 
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Table 1. Plankton amoebae zn the neriltc waters of Japan. 

Water 

Subclass Lobosia 
Order Amoebida 

Family Amoebidae 
I. Amoeba alveolata MERESCHKOWSKY 

2. A. saphirzna PENARD 

3. A horltcola NAGLER 

Family Vahlkampfiidae 
4. Vahlkampjia ltmax (DuJARDIN) 

5. V. lzmzcola (RHUMBLER) 

6. V. guttula Du JARDIN 

7. V. spznifera NAGLER 

Family Mayorelhdae 
8. Mayorella spumosa GRUBER 

9. Vexzllzfera ambulacrallzs (PENARD) 

Family Gephyramoebidae 
IO. Gephyramoeba delzcatula GooDEY 

Subclass Filosia 
Order Aconchuhmda 

Family Penardidae 
11. Penardta cometa (PEN ARD) 

Family Labyrmthulndae 

12. Labyrinthula macrocystzs CrnNKOWSKY 

Subclass Granuloreticulosia 

Order Athalamida 

Family B10myxiidae 

13. Bzomyxa vagans (LEIDY) 

14. B. cometa CIENKOWSKY 
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I&! 1 Trzchamoeba pallzda ScHAFFER ? 1,000 x . 

Fig. J. Trzchamoeba pallzda SCHAFFER ? 1,000 x. 1, 2. pelagic form; 3. creeping form. 
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