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NOTES ON MOSSES IN ONGUL ISLANDS, ANTARCTICA 

Hiroshi FUKUSHIMA* 

Abstract 
Groups of mosses were found at 30 spots 

on West Ongul Island, which is about 4.1 km 

east-west, about 3.5 km north-south, and is 

situated near Syowa Station, Antarctica. The 

total area of the moss groups is about 750 m2
• 

The surf ace of the moss groups is remark

ably uneven. It was noticed that in the elevat

ed parts the sand beneath the mosses is always 

elevated, and the moss layer is usually thin. 

Dead mosses are common. Blue-green algae 

grow in abundance among the mosses. In the 

depressed parts, the moss layer is thick and the 

color is green or brown. Mosses in these de

pressions are flourishing. It is possible that 

the uneven surf ace has resulted from freezing, 

which uplifted both sand and mosses, so that 

the mosses became undergrown due to lack of 

water. 

In the depressions the moss groups are 

covered with sand, several millimeters thick, 

which was probably drifted by blizzard. The 

mosses beneath the sand are green and flour

ishing, whereas those in the exposed parts are 

brown and undergrown. This may be explain

ed by the cliff erence in moisture. 
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1 1 X 1 16 2 X 2 

2 20 x20 17 2 X 2 

3 10 X 1 18 5 X 3 � 
4 2 X 2 19 4 X 2 }J\ 
5 10 X 2 20 8 X 8 

6 o. 3x 0.3 ti 21 10 X 8 
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8 1 X 0. 3 23 5 X 3 
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15 2 X 1 30 10 X 3 ,)Jl, 
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:::z 7 fif � 0) mi fj!{ (m2) 

IE] J:. 0) s fr ¥ 

I N I NE I E I SE I s I SW I w I WN 
1 3 6 14 2 4 

3.3 10 20 46. 7 6. 7 13.3 

0.5 73.02 58.5 558.62 21. 0 39.0 
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Plate 4. 1:1 � ts:: IJ 0) ct�' THfJJ::i, i 1Ji 1-d:i:1 f@--=-0'ci± L ts:: ::r 7 O)ji(!{i:. 
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