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The transportation and exhibition of ocellated icefish
Chionodraco rastrospinosus (Channichthyidae) caught along with the Antarctic krill.
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Tokyo Sea Life Park (TSLP) introduces the transport and exhibiting of ocellated icefish Chionodraco rastrospinosus (Chan-
nichthyidae). These specimens were obtained as bycatch when the Fukueimaru(5200t) ran Antarctic krill fishery in the vicinity
of the South Orkney Islands from May 22 to August 9, 2011. The air freight transport which insulated plastic containers were
used was made with maintaining the low temperature range under three different conditions by equipping different amount of
refrigerant (ice) from Punta Arenas, Chile to Tokyo, Japan. The containers successfully transported fishes (2 individuals of C.
rastrospinosus and 2 nototheniids) had maintained the water temperature within 0.2 — 2.8C during the 73hours of total trans-
port time. Since August 24th, 2011, TSLP has been displaying 1 individual of C. rastropsinosus (ca.40cm in total length) in
one of the exhibits which has the water volume of 1.1t and has water temperature setting at 1.5C. One of their behavior we
have observed is it normally sits still with supporting the body using the distal ends of the elongated pelvic fins, and bringing
up the caudal fin with slightly waving. Currently, we feed fresh Spratelloides gracilis once a week by putting it to a fishing
line and move it slightly. It is thought that it mainly depends on its visual sense to detect food because it comes right at the
food when it recognizes the food, and when it sees the food moves it quickly bites and swallows. We are going to observe and
analyze its feeding behavior under the total darkness, and possibility of using its cephalic sensory canal system.
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