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The origin of Antarctic mosses
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Under the extreme low temperature and water availability, quite poor terrestrial ecosystem has been established on the bare
ground in Antarctica. The terrestrial biome is quite simple, with some mosses, lichens, algae as primary producers, and mites,
springtails and nematodes as consumers, and bacteria. The origin of mosses has been discusses and the presence of relict
species from the age of Gondwana super continent and the immigrants from other continents during the past inter-glacial
periods, and postglacial period were supposed. In the case of an aquatic moss species composing “moss pillar” in Antarctic
lakes, results of molecular systematic and sediment analysis showed that the airborne diaspore of the moss from South
America had established in lakes at several thousand years ago.
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