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The Antarctic Nearshore and Terrestrial Observing System (ANTOS) is an international initiative focused at coordinating and 

expanding the efforts of all nations and programs that gather data from nearshore and terrestrial ecosystems.  The specific aim 

of ANTOS is to develop a coherent and efficient observing system that will deliver the observations required to identify 

current and future impacts of global and local change.  The objectives of the program are; 1) Design and implement a 

comprehensive and multidisciplinary observing system for Antarctic near-shore and terrestrial ecosystems, 2) Advocate and 

guide the development of new observation technologies, 3) Integrate and coordinate national and international projects and 

unify and harmonise current observation efforts, and 4) Facilitate and develop data sharing.  ANTOS and SOOS (Southern 

Ocean Observing System) will work as a battery of monitoring program on Antarctic environment. 

Many areas such as the moss beds at Casey and the LTER program in the Dry Valleys have long term observing systems in 

place.  ANTOS aims to link and harmonise such activities into a co-ordinated program to maximise effort, investment and 

outcomes, provide a platform for the new SCAR programs and provide information for use by the CEP and COMNAP. This 

plan is discussed to be the next Expert group in SCAR. 

 


