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Flow of perennial snow patches in the Tateyama Mountains, central Japan

Kotaro FUKUI* and Hajime IIDA!
Tateyama Caldera Sabo Museum

There are no glaier in Japan and some scientists estimate that present ELA in central Japan is about 4000m. There are some
perennial snow patches which have glacier ice around the Tateyama and Tsurugi-dake Mountains, the northern Japanese Alps.
We guessed that some of the perennial snow patches were active glaciers. We have measured surface flow velocity at
Gozenzawa snow patch since August 2010 (Figs. 1, 2).  This snow patch is one of the largest perennial snow patch in Japan
(700 m long, 200 m wide and 30 m thick) and located in the east side of Mt. Oyama (3003m). In this presentation we show
the primary results of surface flow velocity at Gozenzawa snow patch.
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Fig.1 The whole view of the Gozenzawa perennial snow patch. Fig.2 Stake and GPS. We installed 15 stakes on the Gozenzawa
This photo was taken in late September 2010. snow patch.



