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Nesting behavior of Harpagifer antarcticus (Notothenioidei,
Harpagiferidae) reared in an agquarium
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! Tokyo Kasei Gakuin University
2 Tokyo Sea Life Park

Observations of the nesting behaviour, guarding of nest and larvae-carrying, of Harpagifer antarcticus reared in Tokyo Sea
Life Park were conducted. Spawning took place in February 28, 2010 and the adhesive eggs were laid in a single layered disc
attached to a stone. Only female guarded the nest throughout the four month incubation period. Hatchings of larvae were
confirmed in June 8, 2010. During the nest guarding, a maximum of 57 larvae-carrying behaviours per day was observed and
its frequency was variable in each time zone. The nest guarding female usually reacted to the approach of Lepidonotothen
nudifrons and evicted it from the periphery of the nest. ~ Also when a sea star Odantaster validus reached to the nest, the
female carried in its mouth further from the nest.
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