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Report of the Summer Party of the 13th Japanese Antarctic Rescarch
Expedition in 1971-1972

Zenbei SEINO*

Abstract: Forty members of the 13th Japanese Antarctic Research lix-
pedition left Tokyo on November 25th, 1971, aboard the icebreaker Fuj,
under the command of Captain MAEDA.

The expedition team was led by the author who also led the summer
party of 10 members. Mr. KawacucHi, deputy lcader, also led the wintering
party of 30 members at Syowa.

The Fujr, cquipped with two Sikorsky S-61A helicopters and one Bell
47G2A helicopter for polar operations, carried nearly 500 tons of cargo for
the wintering party. Since the d v after the departure, scientific researches
on board, comprising oceanography, biuvlogy, metcorology, gravity survey,
radio wave propergation and cosmic ray, were performed according to the
schedule.

On December 16th, 1971, the Fujt left Fremantle and rcached the ice
cdge on January lst, 1972, approximately 40 miles north from Syowa. Since
January 5th, the Fujr tried to break through the fast ice to approach Syowa,
but her progress against the hard winter fast ice averaged only one mile a
day.

Fortunately, the weather condition was good enough for the flights of
helicopters throughout the period, so the transportation of supplies for the
station and scientific field studies was carried out efficiently.

On February 20th, the 13th wintering party was organized to take the
place of the 12th wintering party at Syowa Station. On February 23th,
the Fujr at the location of 17 miles west-northwest of Syowa, directed her
coutse northward and started for home. However, on March 13th when
she recached the edge of ice she met with closed pack ice (consolidated pack
ice) as wide as 6 miles, and was forced to stay there.

After two weeks of standstill, the closed pack ice was looscned suddenly

on March 28th by the swell from northern water, so that the Fujr extricated
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herself out of the ice easily.

The Fujr returned to Tokyo on May leth via Cape Town and Jakarta.
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