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On the Antacrctic tardigrade Acutuncus antarcticus found near Showa Station

Atsushi Suzuki', Hiroshi Kagoshima® and Satoshi Imura’
'Keio University School of Medicine
*National Institute of Genetics
3National Institute of Polar Research

A number of tardigrades have been described near Showa Station, on East Ongul Island, Lutzow-Holm Bay, East
Antarctica. Morikawa (1962) studied about 100 individuals of tardigrades from a small clump (about 2 ml) of the blue-green
algae and diatomes collected from a pond of the island, most of which were Hypsibius arcticus (Murray, 1907), while 4
specimens were Diphascon ongulense (Morikawa, 1962). Sudzuki (1964) reported a new subspecies, Hypsibius mertoni
shimoizumii, which was later recognized as a species H. shimoizumii, and recently as a junior synonym of H. antarcticus,
which was also distinguished in the same report by Sudzuki. Utsugi & Oyama (1989) reported 5 species from 7 different sites
between Ongul Island and Sgr Rondane Mountains, and the authors found H. arcticus distributes in wide area close to Showa
Station. H. arcticus in Antarctica has been recognized as Acutuncus antarcticus since its redescrition (Dastych, 1991; Pilato &
Binda, 1997). We will discuss these previous records about H. arcticus/antarcticus with recent information from cultured
strain identified as Acutuncus antarcticus (Richters, 1904).
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