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The bryophyte flora in the alpine zone of Mt. Fuji
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ISOKENDAI, ?NIPR, ®Shizuoka Univ

Bryophyte is the key component of vegetation in alpine zone. We investigated the flora and vertical distribution of
bryophyte in the alpine zone of Mt. Fuji, the highest mountain with the widest alpine zone in Japan.

The slope at the alpine zone of Mt. Fuji is almost totally covered by scoria, and bryophyte grows mainly at the rocky place
scattering in scoria field. Based on 46 specimens collected in 2011, 18 species in 12 genus were identified. Number of
species decreased along with the altitude, but was largest at the summit. The severe weather condition at the higher altitude
was thought to be the reason for the decrease of the number of species at the slope. On the other hand, the rocky place was
wider at the summit area. The various environment in wide rocky place at the summit may offer diverse habitat for many

bryophyte species.
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